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NCAE to Co-Host H-2A Visa Program Briefing for Congressional Staff

“Fields, Farms, and the Hill:
A Congressional Briefing on the State of Ag Labor”

(Arlington, VA) The National Council of Agricultural Employers (NCAE) is pleased to
announce a special installment of its educational webinar series which will arm
congressional staffers with the critical information they need to know about the H-2A
Temporary Agricultural Visa Program and current casework challenges that farmers
and workers are experiencing.

On Tuesday June 2, 2026, from 1:00 p.m.—2:00 p.m. Eastern, NCAE will host
“Fields, Farms, and the Hill: A Congressional Briefing on the State of Ag Labor.” The

webinar will be co-hosted by Representative Dan Newhouse (WA-04) and

Representative Donald G. Davis (NC-01). The interactive webinar will be led by
Tom Bortnyk, Senior Vice President and General Counsel of masLabor and

moderated by John Hollay, NCAE’s President and CEO. Tom will walk staffers
through all aspects of the program, challenges offices are facing regarding
constituent casework, the Department of Labor’s Interim Final Rule, and how staffers
can best be prepared to handle legislative inquiries from agricultural employers.

“The H-2A program is a lifeline for America’s farmers and ranchers, providing the
essential legal workforce necessary to sustain our agricultural operations and secure
our national food supply,” said Hollay. “Because agricultural labor policy is heavily
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regulated and increasingly complex, it is imperative that congressional staffers
understand the day-to-day intricacies of this program. Staffers are often the first
point of contact for constituent casework and play a crucial role in shaping policy.
Their active engagement and deep understanding of the H-2A program are vital to
fostering a system that truly works for agricultural employers and the communities
they support.”

As the agricultural sector continues to face unprecedented workforce challenges and
shifting regulatory landscapes, this briefing aims to bridge the gap between the
realities on the farm and the policy discussions happening on Capitol Hill.

The webinar will begin at 1:00 PM ET/10:00 AM PT on Thursday, June 2, 2026. This
briefing is open to all congressional staff. Recordings of the webinar presentation will
be available to agricultural policy advisors, and key stakeholders interested in the
future of agricultural labor upon the conclusion of the webinar. Additional information,
including registration details, is available on the NCAE website at ncaeonline.org.

About NCAE

Founded in 1964, NCAE is the only national association focusing exclusively on agricultural
labor issues from the agricultural employer’s viewpoint.
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